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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 



(currently amended) An implant for intervertebral fusion between opposing vertebrae, 
saidsynplant comprising: 

an implant body having a first end and a second end spaced along a longitudinal 
axis of the bbdv, said first end having a first diameter and said second end having a second 
diameter whereirTtlje second diamet er is larg er than the first diameter; and 

said implant body comprising first and second load bearing surfaces extending 
between the first and secorM ends of the implant body and being spaced apart by a central 
support member, the central sutoort member having a width narrower than a width of the first 
and second load bearing^urfaces^herein the width of the first and second lo;id bearing surfaces 
extends between the firsthand second ends of the implant body, wherein the central support 
member is coextensive with a midline of the implant body extending along the longitudinal axis, 
wherein said body is g e n e rally substantially TN$haped in cross-section. 



2-35N. (canceled) 



36. (previdbojy presented) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and second load 
bearing surfaces are^apn-continuous. 



f C 37. (previously presented)^ 
said first end. 



le implant of claim 1, wherein said body is tapered at least at 



3$. (previously presented) The implant oJ^laim 1 , wherein a distance between the first and 
second load bearing surfaces varies along the lon^udinal axis. 

39. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1, wflbrein the diameter of the second end is 
greater than a diameter of the implant at at least one other point along the longitudinal axis. 
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3 (previously presented) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and second load 
bearing surfaces taper toward one another from said second end to said first end. 




41 . (previously presented) The implant of claim 40, wherein said body tapers at an angle of 
8°. 

42. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and second load 
bearing surfaces include portions of a helical thread pattern. 



43. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and second load 
bearing surfaces include\a pattern for anchoring to a vertebral body, 

44. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1 > wherein said central support member 
extends from said first end to said second end of said implant, 

45. (previously presented) Theomplant of claim 44, wherein said central support member 
includes at least one opening therethrough. 

46. (previously presented) The impl^t of claim 1 , wherein said central support member 
comprises a plurality of columns. 



47. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1, wherein said central support member 
passes through a single plane between diametrical^ opposed regions of said finst and second 
load bearing surfaces. 



48. (canceled) 




49. (currently amended) An implant for intervertebral fusid^ between opposing vertebrae, 
said implant comprising: 
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an implant body having a first end and a second end, said body having first and 
second load bearing surfaces extending along a longitudinal axis of the body from the first end to 
the second end, the first and second load bearing surfaces having a width extending 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, said first and second load bearing surfaces having a 
midline extending along the longitudinal axis, said first and second load bearing surfaces being 
spaced apart by a first height at the first end and a second height at the second end, wherein the 
first height is\ess than the second height; and 

id implant body comprising a control support member plurality of columns 
connecting the first and second load bearing surfaces along their midlines, the centra l support 
member columns hiving a width narrower than the width of the first and second load bearing _ 
surface s, wherein theyiuralitv of columns are aligned one behind anothe£al6ng the longitudinal ^ 
axis. 



50. (previously presented) The implant of claim 40, wherein the implant body has a 
continuous taper from the second end to the first end 



51-52 (canceled) 



53. (previously presented) The implant of claim 1, wherein said first and second load 
bearing surfaces form open channels oik each side of the central support member, extending from 
the first end of the implant body to the second end of the implant body. 



54. (previously presented) The implant otolaim 49, wherein, said first and second load 
bearing surfaces include portions of a helical thread pattern. 

55. (previously presented) The implant of claim>54, wherein said first and second load 
bearing surfaces are threaded from the first end of the lupdy to the second end of the body. 



56. (currently amended) An implant for intervertebral fusion between opposing vertebrae, 
said implant comprising: 
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an implant body having a first end and a second end spaced along a longitudinal 
axis bf the body, said first end having a first diameter and said second end having a second 
diametervy/herein the second diameter is larger than the first diameter, and 

said implant body comprising first and second load bearing surfaces extending 
between the first and second ends of the implant body and being spaced apart by a central 
support member^ wherein the first and second load bearing surfaces taper towiird one another 
from said second end to said first end; 

said central support member having a width narrower than a width of the first and 
second load bearing surfaces, wherein the width of the first and second load bearing surfaces 
extends between the firstWd second.ends of the implant body^^ 

said central support member being^doextensive with a midline of the implant body 
extending along the longitudinal axis, wherein saio^ajTi Tge^raLly substantially T' shaped in 
cross-section, wherein said firstand second load bearing surfaces form open cliannels on each 
side of the central support membe^ extending from the first end of the implani body to the 
second end of the implant body. 

57. (currently amended) An implanMor intervertebral fusion between opposing vertebrae, 
said implant comprising: 

an implant body having a firsKend and a second end, said body having first and 
second load bearing surfaces extending along adongitudina] axis of the body from the first end to 
the second end, the first and second load bearingVurfaces having a width extending 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, said first ano\second load bearing surfaces having a 
midline extending along the longitudinal axis, said firet and second load bearing surfaces being 
spaced apart by a first height at the first end and a second height at the second end, wherein the 
first height is less than the second height, wherein said first and second load bearing surfaces 
taper toward one another from said second end to said first end, said first and second load 
bearing surfaces including portions of a helical thread pattern;\ 

said implant body comprising a central support nJfember connecting the first and 
second load bearing surfaces along their midlines, the central suppVt member having a width 
narrower than the width of the first and second load bearing surfaces\and 
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said first and second load bearing surfaces having opposing inner surfaces 
forming: open channels on each side of the central support member, extending from the first end 
of the imblant body to the second end of the implant body. 





58. (new\ An implant for intervertebral fusion between opposing vertebrae, said implant 
comprising: 

implant body having a first end and a second end, said body having first and 
second load bearirte surfaces extending along a longitudinal axis of the body from the first end to 
the second end, the first and second load bearing surfaces having a width extending 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, said first and second load bearing surfaces having a 
midline extending alon^ythe longitudinal axis; and 

said implant body comprising a plurality of columns connecting the first and 
second load bearing suiface4^ong}heir midlines, the columns having a width narrower than the 
width of the first and second load bearing surfaces, wherein the plurality of columns are aligned 
one behind another along the longitudinal axis. 



59. (new) The implant of claim 5^8, wherein said first and second load bearing surfaces have 
at least two openings. 

60. (new) The implant of claim 58, whWein said first and second load bearing surfaces have 
opposing inner surfaces forming open channels on each side of the columns. 



61 . , (new) An implant for intervertebral fiisioi^between opposing vertebrae, said implant 
comprising; 

an implant body having a first end and ksecond end, said body having first and 
second load bearing surfaces extending along a longitudflsal axis of the body from the first end to 
the second end, the first and second load bearing surfaces haying a width extending 
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, said first and second load bearing surfaces having a 
midline extending along the longitudinal axis, said first and secohd load bearing surfaces having 
opposing inner surfaces; and 
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iaid implant body_comprising a central support member connecting the first and 
second load beara^urfaces^on^&eu- midlines, the central support member having a width 
narrower than the width of the first and second load bearing surfaces; wherein the opposing inner 
surfaces of the first and sfe^ond load bearing surfaces form channels on either side of the central 
support member. 

62. (new) The implant of claim^l , said channels extending along either side of the central 
support member from the first end of the body to the second end of the body. 
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